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ESTONIA BUSINESSES VISIT 
HANNOVER MESSE

R eaching out to the German market: 
Estonian Minister of Economic Affairs 
and IT Tiit Riisalo (r.) visited the 

Hannover Messe on 24 April 2024 together with a 
business delegation of about 50 entrepreneurs. While 
attending the world’s leading industrial technology 
trade show, Riisalo gave a keynote talk, took part in 
a discussion panel about strengthening European 
competitiveness, and met his German counterpart 
Robert Habeck (l.). “The EU economy is facing great 
challenges and both Germany and Estonia are in the 
thick of it. But our shared values and common causes 
for Ukraine, defence, the economy and development 
make us stronger together”, he wrote on X after the 
meeting. 

The Estonian Minister’s agenda also included talks with 
the Economics Ministers of Lower Saxony and Baden-
Württemberg. Accompanied by the business delegation, 
Riisalo visited the industrial company Komatsu and 
met representatives from businesses represented at 
Hannover Messe. Germany is currently the fifth-largest 
export market for Estonian companies. AW

4 | BUS INESS IN P ICTURE
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P ropelled by advances in technology and a growing 
emphasis on sustainability, the glass sector has 

undergone a significant transformation. Ideas about 
decarbonisation, the circular economy and AI are reshaping 
the way glass is manufactured, utilized and recycled, 
positioning the industry at the forefront of innovation and 
environmental stewardship. 

At glasstec, the premier global trade fair for the glass industry, 
professionals from across the globe convene to explore an 
unmatched array of products and solutions spanning the 
entire value chain of glass. Through conferences, forums, 
and meetings, it serves as an all-encompassing information 
hub for investment decisions. From 22 to 25 October 2024, 
visitors at the Düsseldorf Exhibition Centre will witness 
an unparalleled concentration of industry leaders and 
innovation. 

The AHK was granted an exclusive preview of the 
upcoming event through a press briefing hosted by 
glasstec director Lars Wismer. The session delved 
into the challenges and opportunities facing the 
glass industry, notably regarding sustainability and 
technological progress. Highlighting initiatives to cut 
carbon emissions, integrate digital tech, and embrace 
circular economy principles, the discussion paved the 
way for meaningful dialogue on the sector’s future. 

In the glass sector, the pursuit of excellence has long 
extended beyond mere profitability to encompass 
sustainability as a core imperative. While the industry 
strives to enhance output, quality, and efficiency, it also 
recognizes the pressing need to minimize its environmental 
footprint. The production and utilization of glass entails 

significant energy consumption and emissions, prompting 
a necessary shift towards eco-conscious practices. 

When examining glass production, AI – as operator 
assistance or in integrated software solutions like EPROMI 
– already demonstrates great achievements and promises 
remarkable developments. These systems facilitate the early 
detection of machine malfunctions, process refinement, 
and sharing of best practices. They observe, analyze, and 
compare to identify faults and potentially discover better 
approaches. For instance, EPROMI has already been credited 
with reducing lost glass by 1%, leading to a reduction of 
2,500 tons of CO2 emissions per year, notwithstanding the 
additional square metres of glass that can now be sold.

In conclusion, glasstec 2024 will be an exciting journey, with 
exhibitors from all three Baltic countries taking part alongside 
global manufacturers. Estonia will be represented by GlasStress, 
a long-standing exhibitor, with its stress measurement 
technology. Latvia will be represented at glasstec 2024 by two 
companies - REF Minerals and Tenachem. REF Minerals is a 
Latvian company providing a complete material processing cycle 
for the glass, fibreglass, refractories and ceramics industries. 
Tenachem is the largest producer of double glazing, adhesives 
and sealants in the Baltics. Lithuania will be represented by 
one company, Glassbel Baltic, at the international symposium 
Glass technology live, which takes place at the world’s leading 
trade fair. The Lithuanian company’s product is a 90-degree 
laminated glass package, a unique and almost invisible glass-
to-glass combination that provides an unobstructed view.
 
This is your invitation to seize the moment, embrace 
the future, and be at the forefront of the glass industry’s 
evolution. Secure your place at glasstec 2024 now!

glasstec 2024 –
we are glass
Glass industry dedicated to 
innovation and transformation

by ANNEMARIE SOMMER
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AUGUST - DECEMBER
2024

TRADE FAIR INDUSTRY NEXT DATE
2025-2026

AUGUST 31 - 
SEPTEMBER 08
DÜSSELDORF

CARAVAN SALON
World’s Largest Show for Motor Homes and Caravans 
CARAVAN-SALON.COM

VEHICLES, LEISURE AUGUST / 
SEPTEMBER, 

2025
AUGUST 31 - 
SEPTEMBER 08
DÜSSELDORF

TOURNATUR
Hiking and Trekking Exhibition
TOURNATUR.COM 

TOURISM AUGUST /
SEPTEMBER, 

2025
SEPTEMBER 03 - 06
HAMBURG 

SMM HAMBURG
The Leading International Maritime Trade Fair
SMM-HAMBURG.COM

SHIPBUILDING, PORT 
MACHINERY, OFFSHORE 
ENGINEERING

SEPTEMBER, 
2026

SEPTEMBER 06 - 10
BERLIN 

IFA
Consumer Electronics Unlimited & IFA Global Markets
IFA-BERLIN.COM

CONSUMER ELECTRONICS, 
MULTIMEDIA

SEPTEMBER, 
2025

SEPTEMBER 17 - 22
HANOVER

IAA TRANSPORTATION
International Trade Fair for Commercial Vehicle
IAA-TRANSPORTATION.COM

COMMERCIAL VEHICLES SEPTEMBER, 
2026

SEPTEMBER 24 - 27
HAMBURG

WINDENERGY HAMBURG
the global on & offshore event 
WINDENERGYHAMBURG.COM

ENERGY SEPTEMBER, 
2026

SEPTEMBER 24 - 27
BERLIN

INNOTRANS
International Trade Fair for Transport Technology
INNOTRANS.DE

TRANSPORT AND TRAFFIC SEPTEMBER, 
2026

SEPTEMBER 25 - 28
DÜSSELDORF

REHACARE
International Trade Fair and Congress -Self-determined 
living
REHACARE.DE

MEDICAL ENGINEERING, 
HEALTH, PHARMACEUTICALS, 
CARE

SEPTEMBER, 
2025

OCTOBER 22 - 25
DÜSSELDORF
 

GLASSTEC
International Trade Fair for Glass Production, Processing 
and Products
GLASSTEC.DE

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY, 
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

OCTOBER, 
2026

OCTOBER 22 - 25
HANOVER

EURO BLECH
International Sheet Metal Working Technology Exhibition
EUROBLECH.COM

METALWORKING, WELDING 
TECHNOLOGY 

OCTOBER, 
2026

NOVEMBER 05 - 07
BERLIN

BELEKTRO
Trade Fair for Electrical Engineering, Electronics and 
Lighting 
BELEKTRO.COM

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, 
ELECTRONICS, LIGHTING, 
LIGHTING TECHNOLOGY

NOVEMBER, 
2026

NOVEMBER 06 – 10
BERLIN

BAZAAR BERLIN
Unique items from around the world / Trade fair for 
consumers
BAAZAR-BERLIN.DE

CLOTHING, GIFTS, CRAFTS, ART, 
NATURAL PRODUCTS

NOVEMBER, 
2025

NOVEMBER 11 – 14
DÜSSELDORF

MEDICA
World’s Leading Trade Fair with Congress for Medicine
MEDICA.DE

COMPAMED
International Trade Fair for High-Tech Solutions for the 
Medical Technology
COMPAMED.DE

MEDICINE, MEDICAL TECHNOL-
OGIES, INSTRUMENTS & EQUIP-
MENT, HOSPITAL SUPPLIES, 
PHARMACEUTICALS, THERA-
PEUTICS

MEDICAL ENGINEERING, IT, SUB-
CONTARCTING

NOVEMBER, 
2025

NOVEMBER 12 - 15
HANOVER

EUROTIER
World’s Leading Trade Fair for Animal Production
EUROTIER.DE

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY, 
LANDSCAPE GARDENING, 
FISHERIES, LIVESTOCK 
FARMING, ENERGY

NOVEMBER, 
2026

NOVEMBER 21 - 23
HAMBURG

GET NORD
Trade Fair Electrical Engineering, Sanitation, Heating, Air-
Conditioning 
GET-NORD.DE

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING, 
ELECTRONICS, PLUMBING, 
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, 
REFRIGERATION AND 
VENTILATION TECHNOLOGY

NOVEMBER, 
2026

NOVEMBER 28 – 
DECEMBER 01
BERLIN

BOOT & FUN BERLIN
Berlin’s Boat and Leisure Fair
BOOT-BERLIN.DE

BOATS, BOAT ACCESSORIES, 
TOURISM

NOVEMBER, 
2025



Cheers to ProWein 2024!
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Lithuanian group stand organised 
by Litfood at the world’s leading 

trade fair ProWein 2024

T he ProWein trade fair takes 
place in Düsseldorf in March. 

This year, the Baltic States were 
represented by 4 companies from 
Estonia - Moe OÜ, Liviko AS, 327 
RUM XO, Punch Club OÜ - all 
producers of spirits, 2 from Latvia 
- BLPP Trade Ltd in the spirits 
sector and CINDRA Ltd with its 
nominated sparkling wines, and even 
8 companies from Lithuania - MV 
Group production UAB, Pakruojis 
Manor Distillery UAB, Kalnapilio 
– Tauro grupė UAB, ITALIANA LT 
UAB, Švyturys - Utenos alus UAB, 
Vilniaus degtine UAB, Padvaisko 
dvaras UAB, Acala Group. This 
was the first time Lithuania had a 
group stand organised by Litfood 
and had the honour to welcome 

The world’s leading wine and spirits fair ProWein helps Baltic 
companies to open the door to export markets. 

the distinguished guests: Prowein 
director Peter Schmitz, Senior 
Project Manager Nicola Otto and 
Agricultural Attachée of Lithuania in 
Germany Eivina Žižiūnaitė-Allbaz.

According to Kamilė Šabūnė, Head 
of Marketing for Acala Group, 
Prowein 2024 was one of the 
most successful exhibitions and 
immediately opened the door to 
new export markets. They produce 
sparkling fermented tea drinks. 
”The extremely growing demand 
for non-alcoholic beverages 
around the world is posing quite a 
challenge to wine producers, and 
the beverages we are developing 
are an easy solution to this global 
problem. Perfectly paired with food, 

looking solid and evoking expressive 
surprise in the eyes of visitors with 
the recurring statement “I could 
have this instead of wine”. For us, 
it is a great appreciation to hear 
this from both the sommeliers 
and the wine producers.”

Head of Marketing for Strong 
Alco Categories by MV GROUP 
Natalija Kononenko also agreed 
on the need for a non-alcoholic 
product, although this is still a niche 
category. The younger generation 
likes cocktails. Colour, style, 
lightness and natural ingredients 
are important here, as well as 
sustainable packaging. Classic 
drinks like vodka and schnapps also 
have a stable clientele. Here, too, 

Photos: A
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by NERINGA SEDELSKĖ
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(from Left) Agricultural Attachée of 
Lithuania in Germany Eivina Žižiūnaitė-
Allbaz, Senior Project Manager 
Nicola Otto, Prowein director Peter 
Schmitz, Project Manager at Litfood 
Greta Kunickytė, Representative 
of Messe Düsseldorf GmbH in 
Lithuania Neringa Sedelskė

the quality of the natural plant 
ingredients is very important.
From Estonia participated 
companies MOE and Liviko have 
been attending the ProWein fair 
consistently for years, 327 RUM and 
Punch Club are newcomers. The 
latest trend in cocktail making is 
represented by Punch Club, which 
has won several international 
awards and introduces himself so: 
“We love putting together science 
and the latest trends in mixology. 
Through thousands of trials and 
errors we have learned the skill of 
capturing virtually any flavour out 
there. All our products (alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic) are produced by 
using infusion process. This unique 
process translates to beverages 
with strong aroma and flavour 
along with health benefits from 
natural ingredients (nutrients, 
vitamins) without artificial 
colouring and preservatives”. 

ProWein welcomed approx. 
47,000 registered trade visitors 
from 135 countries and 5,400 
exhibitors from 65 countries 
for its 30th anniversary.

Commenting on this, Monika 
Reule, General Manager of the 
German Wine Institute (DWI), 
said, “The German exhibitors 
have pronounced a positive 
verdict on this year’s ProWein. 
They have particularly benefited 
from the presence of numerous 
international trade visitors taking 
great interest in the wines from 
German regions and great pleasure 
in the quality of the new vintage.”

ProWein extends 
spirits ranges 
This year saw ProWein celebrate 
a new milestone: ProSpirits, the 
brand world for spirits. All of 
Hall 5 placed spirits – a market 

spirits ambassador Jürgen 
Deibel presented all types of 
specialties and rarities, and 
conveyed plenty of know-how 
and pleasure for all involved. 

Other themes trending in the 
industry at ProWein 2024 were 
“ProWein Zero”, “urban gastronomy 
by #asktoni & ProWein” Lounge, 
“Packaging & Design”, Concept 
Store, Champagne Lounge.

ProWein as a trend barometer
The four trend themes at ProWein 
2024 met with avid interest. This 
year, the trend scouts Stuart 
Pigott and Paula Sidore selected 
the themes “The Big Drought at 
Vineyards”, “Handmade by Robots 
– The Arrival of Robotics in the 
Vineyard”, “PiWi Take Off” and 
“Packaging Alternatives to Classic 
Glass Bottles”. The corresponding 
Trend Hour tastings were in very 
high demand and fully subscribed 
down to the last seat. The other 
offerings at ProWein were also 
highly appreciated and taken 
up by the international trade 
audience, such as the Champagne 
Lounge featuring 50 tradition-
rich Champagne houses and an 
additional 180 brands in the entire 
Champagne segment of ProWein, 
the organic wine segment with 
some 300 exhibitors, the tasting 
zone presenting the MUNDUS 
VINI award-winning wines, 
the side events organised at 
exhibitors’ stands or the ProWein 
Forum, as well as the special 
show Packaging & Design.

The coming ProWein 2025 
will be held in Düsseldorf 

from 16 to 18 March. 

segment with great potential – in 
the limelight in the direct vicinity 
of the “same but different” trend 
show for the urban bar scene. 
420 exhibitors from 40 countries 
showcased their products on 4,800 
square metres of exhibition space. 
This year’s trends in the spirits 
segment included brandy, vodka, 
liqueurs, agave spirits and AI-RTD 
cocktails. Spirits professionals from 
all over the world were represented 
– ranging from a tequila start-up 
from Berlin to big industry names 
from Denmark, Finland, France, 
Greece, Ireland, Korea, Mexico 
and Great Britain. The programme 
was rounded off by the ProSpirits 
Forum comprising masterclasses, 
exhibitor presentations and 
tastings. The Trend Hour Tastings 
also proved very popular. Here, 



T wo of Germany’s biggest trade 
fair companies are pooling 

their expertise on the Turkish 
market. In future, Messe Düsseldorf 
and Deutsche Messe AG will each 
hold a 50% share in “Hannover Messe 
Ankiros Fuarcılık A.S.” and jointly 
expand the success of the leading 
Eurasian metallurgy and foundry 
trade fairs ANKIROS/TURKCAST and 
ALUEXPO. The network and industry 
expertise of Messe Düsseldorf 
with its world-leading trade fairs 
GIFA, METEC, THERMPROCESS 
and NEWCAST as well as the many 
years of extensive experience of 
Deutsche Messe AG in the Turkish 
market offer the best conditions 
for this strategic partnership.

High market potential
Located between the Black Sea and 
the Mediterranean, Türkiye has 
attracted plenty of attention with 
its above-average economic growth 
over the past decade. Although 
factors like the pandemic and 
global economic downturn have 

slowed this development down, 
the International Monetary Fund 
expects the Turkish economy 
to grow by approx. 3% annually 
through to 2028. Thanks to its 
large domestic market and strong 
industrial base, Türkiye has long 
been an important trading partner 
for Germany. In 2022, the trading 
volume between Germany and 
Türkiye amounted to €27 billion.

Over the past few years, Türkiye 
has invested heavily in the building 
of housing, streets, bridges and 
railways, among other things, 
while other major projects are 
in preparation. This means that 
metallurgy and foundry products 
will be in great demand and Messe 
Düsseldorf GmbH and Deutsche 
Messe AG’s joint venture will 
organise the central marketplaces 

in the region for this purpose. 
ANKIROS/TURKCAST was last held 
in 2022 and posted a 2.7% increase 
in exhibitors (1,048), 8% more net 
exhibition area (23,582 sqm) and 
9.2% more visitors (18,786). This 
year’s ALUEXPO recorded 15.8% 
more exhibiting companies (403), 
a 37.8% increase in net exhibition 
space (15,191 square meters) and a 
12.8% increase in visitors (12,401).

Türkiye as a focal region
Messe Düsseldorf has been 
operating in Türkiye since 1996. 
Since 2009 it has been Turkey’s 
foreign representative office in 
Istanbul.With its support, Messe 
Düsseldorf has organised TOS+H 
since 2014 as a satellite event of the 
world’s largest trade fair for Safety, 
Security and Health at Work A+A in 
Düsseldorf. This event has grown 
by 24.7% in terms of exhibitors 
(2022: 111 exhibiting companies) 
and by 28.3% in terms of visitors 
(2022: 4,309 visitors) since its 
debut. Starting this year, Messe 
Düsseldorf has also been organizing 
local events of Düsseldorf’s world-
leading trade fairs wire and Tube 
in Türkiye in cooperation with its 
partner Tüyap Fairs Istanbul. More 
than 200 exhibitors as well as 10,500 
visitors attended the debut event of 
wire Eurasia and Tube Eurasia, held 
concurrently with TUBE & STEEL 
Istanbul and WIRE TECH Istanbul.  

Messe Düsseldorf has now launched 
a focused new business offensive 
by organising satellite events of 
the world’s leading trade fairs 
in regions with high market 
potential, namely North Africa, 
South-East Asia, North and South 
America as well as Turkey.

Messe Düsseldorf Group 
expands global network
Messe Düsseldorf and 
Deutsche Messe AG 
conclude joint venture in 
Türkiye
Portfolio grows to include 
leading trade fairs 
ANKIROS/TURKCAST & 
ALUEXPO
Leadership in metallurgy 
and foundry segments 
expanded

76 | TRADE FAIRS

by VINETA ŠĶĒRĪTE

Messe Düsseldorf’s global network is growing.

2024: ANKARA

1982: CHICAGO

2007: NEW-DELHI

1999: HONG KONG

1994: TOKYO

1995: SINGAPORE

DÜSSELDORF

Hannover Messe Ankiros Fuarcilik A.S.:  
50% share in joint venture with  
Deutsche Messe AG

Messe Düsseldorf 
North America

Messe Düsseldorf 
India

Messe Düsseldorf 
China

2009: SHANGHAI
Messe Düsseldorf 

Shanghai

Messe Düsseldorf 
Japan

Messe Düsseldorf 
Asia

TOS+H

2014 2022

wire Eurasia, 
Tube Eurasia

2023

E = Exhibitors V = Visitors

10,513

210

+28%+24.7%

111
4,309

89
3,359

E V V VE E

+2.7%

+15.8%

+8.0%

+37.8%

+9.2%

The new company brings strong trade fairs with it.

∞ ANKIROS / TURKCAST

∞ ALUEXPO

2022

2023

1,048

403

1.048
Exhibitors

Exhibitors

Trade visitorsNet space

Net space

23,582 qm

15,191 qm

18,786

+12.8%

13,992

8 halls + 1 compared to the previous event

3 halls + 1 compared to the previous event

Trade visitors

Germany and Türkiye are  
strong trade partners.

Source: NRW Global Business

North Rhine-Westphalian 
companies  
with subsidiaries in Türkiye

150
27 

bn Euro

11.5 
bn Euro

North Rhine-Westphalia 
and Türkiye

Trade volume Germany-Türkiye 2022

42.6% 

Growth market  
Türkiye

MD looks back on a long history in Türkiye.

1996 2009 2014 2023
 

by the German- 
Turkish Chamber 

of Commerce

New 

 
Tezulas Fuar

First TOS+H 
(Turkish 

Safety & Health 
Expo)

Partnership with 
Tüyap Fairs for 

wire Eurasia and 
Tube Eurasia

Development of GDP from 2020 to 2028

2019 2021 2023 2025 2027

720.11
817.51

905.53

1,029.30
1,146.19

1,209.77

annual growth 

Approx.

3%
1,272.78

1,334.70
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F IBE, a new festival in 
the fintech field, was a 

resounding success. Messe Berlin, 
Handelsblatt, and Berlin Finance 
Initiative hosted the event, 
welcoming prominent stakeholders 
from the fintech and banking 
ecosystem over 24-25 April at the 
CityCube of Messe Berlin. FIBE 
brought together traditional finance 
and new fintech players to discuss 
the latest trends and innovations 
shaping the future of money.

“This first edition of the festival is 
truly distinctive in its format and 
provides an excellent opportunity 
for young market players to 
present themselves and make 
valuable contacts”, said Inga 
Robvutas, Commercial Attaché 
of the Republic of Lithuania to 
Germany. “While Lithuania is still 
the cradle of fintech, Berlin is 
competing fast and attracting the 
attention of the whole ecosystem 
with events like this. Next year, we 
look forward to a strong Lithuanian 
representation at FIBE 2025.”
Around 1,700 visitors attended 
FIBE and the event featured 
approximately 180 speakers from 
over 15 countries, adding a diverse 
range of perspectives and insights 
to the discussions. It was a major 
success, managing to secure key 
speakers like the German Minister 
of Economic Affairs and Climate 
Action Robert Habeck, Berlin’s 
Senator for Economics and Mayor, 
Franziska Giffey, former Prime 

Fintech festival FIBE 
celebrates successful 
premiere

Minister of Finland, Sanna Marin, as 
well as industry experts and startup 
founders like Ali Niknam (CEO at 
bunq), Maximilian Tayenthal (CEO 
at N26), Matt Colebourne (Group 
CEO at Qwist GmbH), and Wikipedia 
founder Jimmy Wales. The Baltic 
countries were also represented 
by several visitors and the Mintos 
CEO and co-founder Martins Sulte 
from Latvia as a speaker. He shared 
personal experiences and insights at 
a panel discussion entitled “Berlin, 
Riga, Tel Aviv? Best places to start a 
business”, covering topics related to 
global entrepreneurship, including:
S Thriving Startup Hubs: 
Unveiling the cities that 
empower startups with the 
most resources and guidance.

S Navigating the Red Tape: 
Understanding the regulatory 
hurdles in various locations and 
their impact on a startup’s success.
S Building a Global Dream 
Team: Strategies for attracting 
and recruiting the world’s top 
talent for your startup.
S Fintech Frontiers: Spotlighting 
the cities leading the way in 
fintech innovation with cutting-
edge tech infrastructure.

The start is over now but the 
fintech festival FIBE will take 
place again next year on 9-10 
April at the CityCube of Messe 
Berlin. This year, the focus 
was on fintech trends, venture 
capital developments, startup 
opportunities and challenges, 
founder stories, regulatory issues, 
the relevance of ESG criteria, and 
the geopolitical situation and its 
impacts. The organizers received 
plenty of positive feedback and 
promise to go even deeper into 
fintech issues next year.

Mintos CEO and co-founder Martins 
Sulte from Latvia shared personal 
experiences and insights at a panel 
discussion entitled “Berlin, Riga, Tel 
Aviv? Best places to start a business”

Interview with Robert 
Habeck, Federal Minister for 
the Economic Affairs and 
Climate Action of Germany
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